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25X1 1, During the period from 13 to 18 Aurust 1951, the troops at the Zshdenick-

: Terplin troop training growkls were scen training intensively with pas rasks.
Lven a colonel had to have his gas mask ready at all times. AlL Sroops were
pos.x‘oively forbidden to leave the caup abt night, source only saw some officers

dared to leave the p for a slass beer ov soe their ciris

25X1

.ecuriby reasures were axvrenely wl,rmto

2, :Field exercises of tmmed troo'os gradually increased, The units I;l
25X1 | |1e1‘t for a two-day ficld exercize after on

BIaro OR 17 AiPuste The umos departed in formotion, lead by ab least %0
tarka, primarily P-3lis and ‘1‘—31&/85 d|

25X1

25X1

25X1 . hese were followed by § Gv LO 5odans with 0ILiCers, NUKOTOUS S.gndi

Vehiclos with radio and telephone equipment, a large nurber of trucks with
trotps. . An  artillery unit, apparently equipped with medium AT gung,
tronght up tha vear. Seven infantry units of aboub 60 men sach were subsequerf -
1y =een leaving the camp on foob. Young soldiers who remained in the cemp were
secn receiving training in firing, cowbat practice, map reading, gas defense

and 81L,nal-com1m:.eatlonq (33

25X1 3, Vehicular traffic in the Zehdenick-Terplin aresa remeined the same. Ref*u,erabw
cars were unloaded at the railread sta bmne ab o rate of 1 or 2 per day.
Field exercises, conduchted at day or night, were at company ].e*»relm

ho Puel was unloaded from a train of 28 tank cars at the Voz{elsang railroad station

rm&mwm

So - A troop train was loaded at the Zehdenick railroad station during the night
of 20 August. The stntion was completely blacked out. “hen a searchlipht was
on for a short time, source saw & pontoons, various engineer equipment and 2

_boats of a hitherto unobserved type. The boats viere about § meters long, very

, flpt, about 2.5 neters wide withoub superstructures bub with a stern ramp,
andd loaded in truck trailers. The 'hrain donnrted tovmrd Logwribery at 3 adm.
on 21 Aurnste {3) ,

25X1 6. HResidents of Bufmvall stated that tan’z;s, including tanits operated by student
drwors, repeatedly attemtod\Word the Havel River.| |
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;lthc— tanks crossed the river, which was 35 reters wide and 3 meters deep
a8t the location used, by driving over iLogs, abouu <u cm in dlarerer. nepo
cn the river bobtom by ctones,|

|

| Lecal residents said Thas

the wnit had come from Fberswalde, Prior to crosging the river, the tanks vere
farnished with a pire, about 1 meter long, vhich fitted exactly into the
turret hatch, and with a flexible metal hose attached to the exhanet, Al
arrrtures of tho tank wore carafully sealed with Stauffer grease, The tank
commanders directed the tanks, standing in the pipe fitted into the turret
hateho AL vehicles lorded the river without any indidents; with the exception
of one T-3L tank vhich stalled in the middle. While fording the river, the P-
32 tunks were completely submerged excspt for the top sections of the turret
pipe and the oxhaust ripe, vhereas the JS-2 tanks projected above the water
level a fow centinmeters. Dospite the careful greasing, a considerable quantity
of weter entered the vehicles,

01 12 Aupust, it was observed that numerous Soviet military trucks were driven
bir eivilians, (4)

|C orments .

Az hes been generaily observed av troop training grounds in The soviel Zone
o' Germany, the field exercises at Terplin were also condacted at regimental
level, The column probadbly practiced rocomaissance on the march, with the
advance guard being highly mobile and congisting of an unusually strong

25X1

arnored spearhewd, command elements, motorized infantry elsments and AT artillexrr

and followed by the Jess mobile main body,

The tank train was unloaded by vehicles of the 25th Tank: Div,

Tee train . departed cerrying - those enginecr units which have bheen enpaped
ir intensive practice in the Tremlin area since the niddie of July 1951,

N\
%
®§

Approved For Release 2003/08/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008800250004-8

25X1



